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Hello, welcome to Blackboard, the virtual learning environment or VLE at De Montfort University. A VLE is basically the website that hosts all your leading resources and lets you connect with your lecturers and fellow students. 
You can view Blackboard in most web browsers, so you can use recent versions of Microsoft Edge, Firefox, Chrome or Safari. However, it is no longer supported on Internet Explorer. There is also an app for smart phones. I am using Google Chrome but use whichever browser you are familiar with.
As a distance learner, you will be accessing Blackboard off campus, so you can either get to Blackboard from MyDMU or you can open it directly. If opening directly from a search engine, and here I am using Google, again use whichever one is most familiar to you. Type in 'Blackboard' and 'DMU' and hit enter. Usually it is the first return and says 'DMU Blackboard'. The actual web address is ‘vle.dmu.ac.uk’.
On the welcome page, there are often system announcements, and there is also a link to browser support hidden down here below the announcement panel.
Click continue to go to the login page. Blackboard uses the same login as other online systems, such as MyDMU. If you have already logged onto Office 365, you will not need to log in again.
You'll be taken straight to the home page. If you have not logged in yet you will need to log in. Your username and password will be sent to you when you are first enrolled. If you have not received them yet, contact your program administrator who may put you in touch with the ITMS service desk.
The home page has a number of boxes, which can be minimised and moved. There are four buttons here in the top left corner. Under Services, you have links to different DMU services such as the Student Internet Pages, My Gateway and the password self-service. The library will open in a new browser tab, so you will need to ensure that your browser does not block it.
The User Guide includes student support for Blackboard and other technologies such as DMU Replay and Turnitin. Back on the home tab, you can add different resources that you may find useful. There are not many but you may want to add the calculator or notes. Just click add and then okay at the bottom of the page. 
Another way to log into Blackboard is from MyDMU.  Click the Blackboard tile to open, it will open in a new browser window or tab. If you have not logged in to single sign on you need to log in again. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]When you have finished with Blackboard, you must log off by clicking the log off button on the top right hand corner. Don't forget to log off from MyDMU as well if you have used that route to log in to Blackboard.


 De Montfort University, 2020. All rights reserved.
image1.png
ELT
Student




